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almost every man of eminence in the literary world was happy to partake in this festival of genius, the absence of Johnson could not but be wondered at and regretted. The only trace of him there, was in the whimsical advertisement of a haberdasher, who sold Shakspcarian ribbands of various dyes ; and, by way of illustrating their appropriation to the bard, introduced a line from the celebrated Prologue ' at the opening of Drury-lane theatre:
' Each change of many-colourW life he drew.'
From Brighthelmstonc Dr. Johnson wrote me the following letter, which they who may think that I ought to have suppressed, must have less ardent feelings than I have always avoweds:
1 See ante, i. 209.
a In the Preface to my Account of Corsica, published in 1768,1 thus express myself:
' He who publishes a book affecting not to be an authour, and professing an indifference for literary fame, may possibly impose upon many people such an idea of his consequence as he wishes may be received. For my part, I should be proud to be known as an authour, and I have an ardent ambition for literary fame; for, of all possessions, I should imagine literary fame to be the most valuable. A man who has been able to furnish a book, which has been approved by the world, has established himself as a respectable character in distant society, without any danger of having that character lessened by the observation of his weaknesses. To preserve an uniform dignity among those who see us every day, is hardly possible; and to aim at it, must put us under the fetters of perpetual restraint. The authour of an approved book may allow his natural disposition an easy play, and yet indulge the pride of superior genius, when he considers that by those who know him only as an authour, he never ceases to be respected. Such an authour, when in his hours of gloom and discontent, may have the consolation to think, that his writings are, at that very time, giving pleasure to numbers; and such an authour may cherish the hope of being remembered after death, which has been a great object to the noblest minds in all ages.1 BOSWKLL. His preface to the third edition thus ends:—' When I first ventured to send this book into the world, I fairly owned an ardent desire for literary fame. I have obtained my desire : and whatever clouds may overcast my days, I can now walk here among the rocks and woods
' Tong to him in 1769, talks of ' risking sneer of one of Dr. Johnson's ghastly smiles.'   Ib. i. 334.    Dr. J. ly, in a letter dated July 25, 1775, says:—'Mr.Goodenough ban ten a kind of parody of Puffy Pensioner's Taxation no under the noble title of Resistance no Rebellion"   Ib. ii. 68. Gent. Maif. for 1767, p. 361.
